
 

 

 
 
 
 

Year 8 Curriculum and GCSE Options 
 
Dear Parent / Guardian, 
 
We hope that this letter finds you and all your family safe and well at this challenging time. We are writing 
regarding our Key Stage 3 provision. 
 
Following a full analysis of our curriculum during the last academic year 2019/20, we found that whilst 
students were covering all the requirements of the National Curriculum at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) it 
wasn’t covered in the depth required in some subjects to set students up for some GCSE courses. Whilst 
this was in a very limited number of subject areas, we feel that it is crucial to address this. 
 
In addition, the challenges of the pandemic have meant a significantly disrupted experience for your child. 
Students were not physically in school from March until September of Year 7, social distancing measures 
in term one of Year 8 means that they have not been able to experience all of the practical subjects in the 
normal way and then we find ourselves in another lockdown in January. This means that your child has 
not been in school enough to have covered the Key Stage 3 properly and in sufficient depth. 
 
We have therefore decided to go back to a traditional model and have a 3 year Key Stage 3 in line with 
the national curriculum and almost all other schools in York. 
 
Essentially, this means that the GCSE options process that was due to begin in February of Year 8 will 
now be delayed until January of Year 9. 
 
From an educational perspective, this allows a greater period for students to consolidate their knowledge 
and learning at Key Stage 3 in preparation for the demands of Key Stage 4, in what has already been a 
highly disruptive time for them. 
 
This change will not reduce the breadth of qualifications being offered at GCSE. We will write to you again 
in due course outlining the model that we will move to in Year 9 later in the academic year, which will be 
very similar to the current set up in Year 8. 
 
We thank you in advance for your support and understanding. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Simon Barber     Andrew Hill    
Principal     Vice Principal (Curriculum)    
 


